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NOT ALL DIAMONDS
ARE THE HOPE:

What lawyers need to know about
jewelry valuation

By: Ashley Nicklaus, GIA AJP
Registered Gemologist Appraiser

WHAT SHOULD YOU LOOK FOR IN
AN APPRAISER?

At minimum, an Appraiser should be affiliated with a major
gemological laboratory such as the Gemological Institute of
America (GIA) and with the National Association of Jewelry
Appraisers (NAJA).

AT A GLANCE

IRS Qualifications for a Jewelry Appraiser (irs.gov; Publication 561):
WWW.ASHLEYKNOWSGEMS.COM

e 2 or more years of appraising experience

e charges professional fees e Registered Gemologist Appraiser
e Education posted o Applied Jewelry Professional, GIA
o EIN# e Serves on the Education Panel for the
E L E M E N TS o F A N A P P R A I SA L Nation.al Association of Jewelry
Appraisers.
Obvious: Who/What/When/Why (for what purpose) e Buying and Selling Expert of precious

metals and gemstones for 15+ years.

Not so obvious: market conditions, supply/demand, market « Base location is at 206 E. Pittsburgh

history, and trends. Street, Greensburg, PA. Offsite travel
Different Values call for Different Appraisal Approaches. available, for an additional fee.
The majority of the projects we will join forces on will include: e Additional Services: Gemstone Testing
o Estate Appraisals and Verbal Identification, Quality
» Charitable Donation Appraisals Verification.

e Divorce and Bankruptcy Appraisals

The most important step is having proper documentation such as
a laboratory report. For larger value items, lab reports are highly
recommended. | am able to aid in report acquisitions due to my
affiliation with GIA.

APPRAISAL FOR ESTATE PLANNING

Suggest to your client that they have a comprehensive list of their
items accompanied with photographs. While still living,

Fair Market Value of the items is not advisable.

If the client is currently wearing the items, suggest an

Insurance Appraisal. ASHLEY

APPRAISAL FOR ESTATE SETTLEMENT , :
Ashley Nicklaus Appraisals

Price and Value cannot be used interchangeably. and Gem Lab is committed to delivering
Fair Market Value (orderly) is the most common value used for
Estate Settlements.

Price = Actual price paid.

Value = The projected amount an item would sell for.

Sentimental Value is not considered when assigning a value to an

i 10 ashleynicklausappraisals@gmail.com

NICKLAUS

comprehensive jewelry appraisals and
promoting jewelry education and
appreciation.




